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Our Story 
 
Margaret Mead said it best when she said: "Never doubt 
that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can 
change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever 
has." 
 
In this spirit, fifteen people came together in the fall of 
2011 to help change the world for Somerset County's 
abused and neglected children.  Inspired by the 
invitation of retiring Superior Court Judge Thomas Dilts 
to join with him in an effort to help meet the unmet 
needs of abused and neglected children, this group, now 
known as the Children's Hope Initiative, is working 
under the auspices of the Friends of Somerset County 
Youth, Inc., a Section 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation 
that has been a vehicle for helping meet the unmet 
needs of all of Somerset's youth for more than a 
generation. 

Our Mission 

To meet the unmet needs of 
abused and neglected children 
and their families by providing 
resources for existing 
organizations in Somerset 
County. 

Board Members 

Barbara Barkley 
Carin Blatteis 
Jim Buccini 
Stacey A. Cozewith 
Susan Dilts 
Thomas Dilts 
Carol Dvoor 
Jane R. Fox 
Diane Lefebvre 
Colleen A. McCarthy 
Daniel Puntillo 
Jeri Rothe 
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We are so excited to share with you the highlights of what the Children’s Hope Initiative has 
accomplished since we began in the fall of 2011.  To our donors and supporters, we say thank you for 
your generous support and for joining with us in this important work.  To those who have been 
working year in and year out to meet the health, social, and educational needs of Somerset County’s 
children, we thank you for your wonderful service and for the opportunity to partner with you.  
Finally, to those who are learning about us for the first time, we look forward to hearing from you.  
We hope that together we will find new ways to meet the unmet needs of Somerset’s abused and 
neglected children. 

          Tom Dilts 

A Message from our Founder 

CHI and Creative Heartwork 

With the financial support of the Children’s 
Hope Initiative, Creative Heartwork, Inc. has 
several programs serving more than 50 abused 
and neglected children and hopes to increase 
that number to 70 during 2013/2014.   These 
programs include drumming and music for 10 
high school probationers, Super Hero Puppetry 
for 10 children exposed to domestic violence, 
Words to be Heard for 7 children in the Middle 
Earth after school program, Pounding Hearts, 
Peaced Together, and Fragile Nature programs to 
serve 23 children referred by DCP&P as well as 
by the Somerset mental health and social 
services communities.  In addition, there is The 
Supper Club where parents and their children 
meet to help strengthen their bond and rebuild 
trust. In the 2013-2014 segment, Creative 
Heartwork will be adding cooking/culinary for 
healthy living and a horticulture program.  All 
of these programs have been shown to help 
children who have suffered the trauma of 
abuse.   

Children’s Hope Initiative Highlights 

Retired Judge Thomas Dilts and CHI member Barbara 
Barkley are pictured presenting a check in the amount 
of $37,000 to Karen Carbonello, President of Creative 
Heartwork, to bring Creative Heartwork to Somerset 
County. Also pictured are Freeholders Peter Palmer, 

Patricia Walsh, Patrick Scaglione and Mark Caliguire 
and Michael Frost, Director of the Richard Hall 

Community Mental Health Center, where the 
programming is being offered. 
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Donec 
interdum 

Consectetuer: 

CHI Fundraising Results 
 

In 2012, the Children’s Hope Initiative raised 
more than $40,000 to help fund children’s 
programming.  Special thanks to our most 
generous donors, especially the Dombal-Vogel 
Foundation ($7500), and for 2013 
programming, the New Jersey State Council on 
the Arts and Somerset County Cultural & 
Heritage Commission ($3500).  
 
 
 

 

CHI and Parents Anonymous 

The Children’s Hope Initiative has been 
instrumental in helping to organize Proactive 
Parenting, a New Jersey Chapter of Parents 
Anonymous.  We are indebted to the Family 
Support Organization (FSO) and EmPower 
Somerset for their leadership in making this 
happen.  As of March 20, 2013, the meetings are 
held at EmPower Family Success Center, 34 
West Main Street, 2nd Floor, Somerville, NJ 
08876, on the third Wednesday of each month 
at 7:00 PM. For more information, please call 
(908) 231-9932 ext 16. 

Abuse Prevention Workshop 

On February 27th, the Children’s Hope Initiative 
co-sponsored a workshop on “Preventing Child 
Sexual Abuse in Youth Serving Organizations” 
attended by more than 40 people.  Prevent 
Child Abuse-NJ developed standards for the 
purpose of creating a safe environment for 
children.  These include:  identifying, assessing, 
and taking the necessary steps to minimize the 
risk of sexual abuse to children because of the 
action or inaction of an employee, volunteer, or 
another child.  This introductory one-hour 
session was offered at no cost to groups 
interested in incorporating safe-child practices 
into their agency or organization.  

Volunteer Opportunities 

If you have a heart for children, please join 
with us and lend a hand to help meet the 
unmet needs of Somerset County’s abused 
and neglected children. Volunteer 
opportunities are listed on our website at 
www.childrenshopeinitiative.org.   
We will assist you in finding those that 
match your schedule and interest.  Please 
contact  
childrenshopeinitiative@gmail.com,  
or call Tom Dilts at (908) 725-1776. 

We gratefully accept donations!  Please make checks payable to  
 
Friends of Somerset County Youth 
P.O. Box 8063 
Bridgewater, NJ  08807 
 
Name  ___________________________________________ 
Address ___________________________________________ 
  ___________________________________________ 
Phone  ___________________________________________ 
Email  ___________________________________________ 
 
Your donation is fully tax deductible, and 100% of your donation goes directly to programs for the children. 


